Carmichael Outreach celebration, Regina
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Conexus Cares
We have one priority at Conexus — the financial well-being of our members and communities across Saskatchewan.
											

Community Investment
In 2018 Conexus invested over $1.9 million to support 118 non-profit and charitable organizations in Saskatchewan. Annually we invest 5 per cent of our pre-tax
profits into our communities.
Together with non-profit and charitable organizations, we promote financial well-being through:

Financial literacy
education programs

Education - work and
life skill programs, adult
education, literacy
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Capital projects

Food - food banks,
community gardens

Shelter - Habitat for
Humanity, support shelters

Basic Human Needs

Health Services health & dental programs,
hospital equipment

Conexus Building Communities
In partnership with University of Regina, Conexus is preserving history, restoring heritage, and building a community for the future through Conexus
Building Communities. Conexus is providing an $8.25 million financial contribution to support University of Regina’s College Avenue Campus Renewal
Project. This partnership is creating educational and cultural opportunities that will have a generational impact, cultivate entrepreneurship, and enhance
Wascana Park. This partnership will:

Help the University
meet its number
one capital
fundraising
priority

Help turn the
campus into an
educational and
cultural hub

Save the University
millions as it
restores their
historic buildings

Support the return
of Darke Hall to
its former glory
as a premiere
performance
facility

Support
Saskatchewan
entrepreneurs
with a business
incubator

$8.25M
financial
contribution

Conexus Building Communities milestones in 2018:
February 2018:
Hired PCL
Construction
Management
as the project
construction
manager

May 2018:
Preconstruction
work began
including pile
load testing, tree
work, and road
realignment

July 2018: Design
approved by
Provincial Capital
Commission

August 22:
Unveiled design
of our new head
office building, a
space for people
to come together
and create an
educational and
cultural hub for the
future

October 2018:
Excavation
work complete,
formwork for
the foundation
started

November 2018:
Large tower
crane assembled
on site to assist
in construction
activities
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The Atrium & Darke Hall Link
Conexus Building Communities

Darke Hall is a cultural and heritage landmark in Saskatchewan and the
building’s link is a crucial piece of Conexus’ building design. Linking through
a shared atrium, Darke Hall will now be accessible to those with mobility

challenges, allowing everyone to enjoy a performance. The expanded
lobby and crush space will enhance the patron experience, providing a
space to gather during performance intermissions. Additionally, the Darke
Hall link can also serve as a winter garden, public gathering space, and a
presentation venue. Building adjacent to Darke Hall enables us to help the
University by creating a shared atrium and allowing the University to save an
estimated additional $10 million on shared infrastructure, maintenance, and
utilities costs.

Rendering view north west facing façade showing
the Darke Hall link, Regina
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Rendering view of the south entrance and plaza, Regina

There will be many direct
benefits to the public,
including public restrooms,
water fountains, café, bike
racks, and flex space.

Head Office Building

Conexus Building Communities
Conexus broke ground, beginning construction
of our new head office. More than 20 per cent
of the head office building will be shared, public
space. The driving concept of the building is “the
pavilion in the park, and a park in the pavilion”.
The building’s main floor will be accessible to the
public to enjoy, with restrooms, water fountains,
bicycle racks, a café, and flex space. Designing
with the historic neighbouring buildings in mind,

our building steps back to ensure the original
campus buildings are celebrated and remain
the feature of the site. The design’s proportions,
materials, and architectural expression are inspired
by the heritage buildings. Conexus’ Regina-based
corporate service employees will be centralized,
reducing multiple locations across the city to just
one location.
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Business Incubator

Conexus Building Communities
Our new head office building will also house
a space dedicated to the first credit union-led
business incubator in Canada, where we will help
founders launch, grow, and scale innovative startup
companies right here at home. With this space,

no longer will local entrepreneurs have to take
their ideas outside of Saskatchewan. Occupying
approximately 15,000 square feet of the space, the
incubator will include flex space, a pitch space, and
have a connection to Darke Hall.

The Conexus business incubator
hosted 24-Hour Startup. The event
pulled together entrepreneurs,
developers, designers, and makers
to pitch ideas and build a minimum
viable product in 24 hours. Sixty
participants formed ten teams for the
chance to win $1,500 in prizes, and
attracted a crowd of over 150 people.
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Financial Literacy

(L to R) Jordan McFarlen – Business Incubator Manager, Conexus; Patricia Warsaba - Board Chair, Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce; The
Honourable Gordon Wyant – Deputy Premier & Minister of Education, Province of Saskatchewan; Dr. Shawn Davidson – President, Saskatchewan
School Boards Association

Financial literacy coming to Saskatchewan classrooms
2018 was a turning point for Conexus. Our
advocacy efforts were realized when the Province
of Saskatchewan announced it will be introducing
financial literacy into school curriculums in
September 2019. Two elective Personal Finance

courses will be offered to grade 11 and 12 students
and grades 7 to 9 teachers will also be able to
introduce their students to financial literacy topics
by using modules from these curricula in middle
level Practical and Applied Arts courses.
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Financial Literacy
Each One, Teach One

Conexus employee trainers reached 800 families in Saskatchewan
through Each One, Teach One (EOTO) financial literacy workshops. EOTO
is a national program led by Canadian Credit Union Association (CCUA)
that trains and certifies employees of credit unions to teach financial
literacy workshops in local communities. Conexus adopted this program
in 2016 and by 2018, 40 Conexus employees were certified EOTO
trainers, compared to 15 the year before.
FOMO panelists, Regina

#FinLitMonth

Conexus celebrated Financial Literacy month in November by running a
variety of events and sharing information, encouraging the community to
take control of their finances, break the stigma around talking about money,
and reduce financial stress. The 2018 #finlit month events included:
#finlit for Ladies – an internal lunch and learn outlining stigmas that exist
around women and finance, why financial literacy is important, and how we
can serve all members most effectively.
The FOMO Effect Panel Discussion – a community event that educated
individuals on the effects social media can have on our financial well-being
and mental health.
The Money Habitudes Experiment – a guerilla marketing campaign that
educated employees and the community on their habits and attitudes
towards money and how they can create more balance in their lives.
Each One, Teach One
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The Ultimate Personal Finance Challenge - Conexus employees were
challenged to a 15 question quiz, challenging their knowledge on credit,
savings, taxation, and investing.

Basic Human Needs
Joe’s Place Youth Centre
Moose Jaw

Conexus remained the title sponsor of Voltage – Youth Work Skills &
Mentorship Program, entering its sixth year of the partnership with a $15,000
investment in 2018. The program gives vulnerable youth, ages 14 –19, positive
mentorship that instills life, work, and leadership skills in a safe and substance
free environment. Joe’s Place Youth Centre is the only drop-in centre in Moose
Jaw.

Jes and Courtney, employees, Regina

Carmichael Outreach
Regina

Youth, Joe’s Place Youth Centre, Moose Jaw

Conexus gave a $50,000 capital donation to Carmichael Outreach. This
capital donation supported their Imagine Initiative to renovate their new
building, which will allow them to expand the capacity of vulnerable
people they are able to serve through programming and operations.
Carmichael Outreach provides emergency services and long-term support
to end the chronic experiences of poverty and homelessness in Regina.
This partnership will grow in 2019 with a financial literacy education
program delivered to Carmichael Outreach clients.
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Basic Human Needs
Humboldt Strong
Humboldt

The Humboldt Broncos bus crash was a devastating tragedy with the loss of 16
lives. Like so many around the world, Conexus felt this grief. We share a long
history with the Humboldt Broncos as their financial institution and community
partner, and it was important to us that we support those affected by this
tragedy.
During the early days of this tragedy Conexus set up a general donations
account to accept donations. The funds were managed by the HumboldtStrong
Community Foundation, to allow for greater transparency. We provided
volunteers to support administrative, crisis communications, financial, and
fundraising support. Like many others, we left our hockey sticks outside our
credit union doors to show our support.
Our donation towards initiatives that supported healing and fundraising
reached over $125,000. In many instances, the credit union system will stand
together for a cause to make a greater impact. This
was one of those instances. Together with our
Saskatchewan credit-union partners we donated to
the Saskatchewan Junior Hockey League (SJHL)
Assistance Program to provide mental health
assistance and counselling for all players of the
SJHL. We thank them for their commitment and
contribution of $100,000 towards this tragedy.
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Basic Human Needs
READ Saskatoon
Saskatoon

Conexus continued its three-year partnership with READ Saskatoon, donating
$50,000 annually to support its financial literacy tutoring and workshops for
their Financial Empowerment for Saskatchewan movement for economically
disadvantaged families. Results show that once given the tools, guidance,
advice, and connection to local resources, participants have made positive
changes to their behaviours that result in savings and increased stability for
themselves and their families.
Saskatchewan Hospital, North Battleford

Saskatchewan Hospital
North Battleford

Conexus donated $100,000 to the Saskatchewan Hospital New Beginnings
Fundraising Campaign to rebuild the only psychiatric rehabilitation hospital
in Saskatchewan. The Conexus Credit Union Quality of Life Centre at the
hospital delivers programming to enable supervised and individual goal
directed activities and life skills training. This helps prepare clients to live
independently.

Invested in the communities
			we serve..
			Alvin,
			

			Patient, Saskatchewan Hospital

READ, Saskatoon

“It’s good to talk in a group over a good cup of coffee. We learn
new things that provide us with the tools to cope with our illness.”
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