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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

JANUARY 27, 2020 

Cultivator is turning 1! 
 

On January 31, Conexus’ business incubator, Cultivator, is 

turning one and to celebrate our first birthday, we did what do 

best… launch high-growth startups in Saskatchewan. This 

past weekend, we hosted a 24 Hour Startup, connecting over 

35 developers, designers and entrepreneurs all looking to see 

what the startup life was like and build an innovative product 

in just 24 hours. 

 

Over two days, ideas were pitched, teams were formed and 

minimum viable products were built. Throughout the event, 

teams had support from a variety of mentors with expertise in 

technology, business, accounting, marketing and more, 

helping them in their startup creation. David Crossman, Co-

Founder and Chief Technology Officer, Citrus was among the 

mentors and was impressed with what each team was able to 

accomplish in just 24 hours. 

 

“I was very excited to be a mentor and share my experiences 

of product development – the good and the bad – with 

participants of the 24 Hour Startup,” said Crossman. “I was 

very lucky to have some mentors help me in my career and 

wanted to ensure I paid it forward to others. The impact that 

support and mentorship has in our community is huge, and plays a huge role in the growth of our tech 

eco-system.” 

 

At the end of 24 hours, teams then pitched their products to a panel of judges, including Jeff 

Wandzura, Chief Growth Officer, Curatio, Jacqueline Cook, Chief Strategy Officer, Vendasta, and  

Sean O’Connor, VC Fund Manager, Conexus Credit Union, for a chance to win $2,500 in prizes. Prior 

to the pitches, Jordan McFarlen, Manager of Cultivator, took some time to reflect on the past year and 

share some highlights and successes of Cultivator, including. 

 Hosting the first ever Sask Startup Summit 

 Incubating 32 companies  

 Creating 86 jobs  

 194 investor pitches  

 Raising $1.7 million in private capital  

 Generating $1.4 million in revenue 
 

McFarlen also shared a recap video to highlight what a year it has been, which you can check out 

here. 

 

AT A GLANCE: 

 Cultivator celebrated its 1st 

birthday with a 24 Hour Startup, 

bringing together 40 developers, 

designers and entrepreneurs to 

build an innovative products. 

 Cultivator shared highlights and 

successes from the past year 

including: 

 32 companies incubated 

 86 jobs created 

 194 investor pitches  

 $1.7 million in private capital 

raised 

 $1.4  million revenue 

generated 

https://www.facebook.com/conexuscu
https://twitter.com/Conexus_CU
http://www.instagram.com/conexus_cu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/conexus-credit-union?trk=top_nav_home
https://www.youtube.com/user/ConexusCU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2W82JLJWnd0&list=PLAM5Mu3PoQFi79MRLKGRBOBQ245zLoLQ5&index=2&t=0s


 

Connect with us!   

                     

“The last year has been full of growth for Cultivator, launching the incubator at the beginning of the 

year, doing beta testing with our programming and welcoming new startups into the space,” said 

McFarlen. “Not only did we see many successes coming from Cultivator over the past year, but also 

within the entrepreneurial eco-system. The momentum is here and we’re just getting started.”  

 

As for the winners of the 24 Hour, CropBuddy, a crop input price aggregator using crowd sourced 

data, took home first place winning $1,500. Taking home second place, and winning $500, was Easy 

Transfer, with its solution to eliminate fees related to international money transfers.  

 

Those in the audience also got to engage with the pitches and voted for their favourite pitch of the 

night. Drive Safe was this 24 Hour Startup’s fan choice for its solution to stop distracted driving, and 

took home $500.  

 

To learn more about Cultivator, including upcoming events, behind the scenes and more, be sure to 

follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. You can also visit Cultivator.ca for more info. 
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For media inquiries, please contact: 
Laura McKnight 

Public Relations Specialist | Conexus Credit Union 

Phone: 306-751-8201 | Email: publicrelations@conexus.ca 

 

 

Cultivator powered by Conexus is Canada’s first credit union led business incubator. Launching in January 

2019, the business incubator exists to help grow innovative Saskatchewan companies who are looking to scale 

through programming, mentorship, services, access to capital and more. No longer will local entrepreneurs have 

to take their ideas elsewhere as we are building a hub for local startups to launch and grow right here in 

Saskatchewan.  

 

As part of the Conexus Building Communities project, Cultivator will use approximately 15,000 square feet of the 

space, and include a flex space, a pitch space and have a connection to Darke Hall. For more information, visit 

https://conexusbuildingcommunities.ca/business-incubator 

  

 

 

Conexus is a forward-thinking credit union committed to our members and their financial well-being. Providing 

ease, access and value is key to our technological advances and services we bring to market for our members. 

We know banking is no longer a place you go, but a thing you do. Located across Saskatchewan, we are 

Saskatchewan’s largest and Canada’s sixth largest credit union. As a credit union, our profits are returned to our 

members through our rates, no-fee accounts, community investment and more. Visit 

http://www.www.conexus.ca for more information 
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